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    Council Chambers 

              Regular Meeting 

              March 26, 2018 

              7:30 p.m. 

           

                                                                                                                      

Council met in regular session with all nine members present: Corcoran, Fairchild, Fleurima, 

Hines, Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. There were two media representatives and three 

other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Law Director Rutherford and Safety 

Service Director Carman.   

 

Pres. Arnold led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. Proehl seconded that the minutes of the public hearing of March 12, 

2018, and the minutes of the regular meeting of March 12, 2018, be accepted and approved, as 

submitted by the Clerk.  All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the 

motion adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Utilities/Transit Committee: 

 

Mrs. Patrick reported on Item #9 to establish the water usage rates based on the recommendation 

of the Utility Rate Review Committee, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Mrs. Patrick 

reported on Item #10 to establish sewer rates based on the recommendation of the Utility Rate 

Review Committee, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. She said that under an existing 

ordinance, there is an automatic increase of 2% each year for both water and sewer rates, unless 

Council decides otherwise after consideration of the recommendation of the Utility Rate Review 

Committee. Mrs. Patrick said that the committee met recently and received information as well as 

the recommendation of City Utilities Director Richard Johnson, P.E. Based upon this, she 

indicated that the committee recommended no increase in the water usage rates, but a 4% increase 

in the sewer rates, as reflected in these two items. 

    

Human Resources Committee: 

 

Ms. Fairchild reported on Item #3 to amend Section 131.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Chillicothe, Ohio, on tonight’s agenda for its third reading. She said that this has to do 

with the compensation of the members of the Chillicothe Civil Service Commission, and urged a 

favorable vote on passage of this item tonight. She announced that there will be a meeting of the 

Human Resources Committee next Monday, April 2, 2018, here in Council Chambers 

immediately after the conclusion of the meeting of the City Services Committee, in order to 

discuss assignment #18-028 and assignment #18-029. She said that she anticipates that this 

meeting will get started at about 6:00 p.m.  

 

City Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Hines reported on Item #6 to appropriate $79,000.00 to purchase equipment necessary for the 

upkeep of public lands and buildings, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Mr. Hines reported 

on Item #7 to appropriate $58,864.56 for the City’s share of costs for improvements to the Law 

Enforcement Center, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that he will seek to pass 

both of these items tonight. Mr. Hines announced that there will be a meeting of the City Services 

Committee next Monday, April 2, 2018, at 5:30 p.m., here in Council Chambers, to discuss 

assignment #18-012 and assignment #18-020.  

  

Safety Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Fleurima reported on Item #2 to appropriate $20,039.00 for the purchase of six driver 

feedback signs for traffic control, on tonight’s agenda for its third reading. Mr. Fleurima reported 

on Item #4 to amend Section 138.04(a) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe, on 

tonight’s agenda for its third reading. He said that this will reduce the number of the members on 

the Nuisance Abatement Board from six to five. Mr. Fleurima reported on Item #5 to accept and  
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appropriate $4,680.00 in grant funds awarded to the Chillicothe Fire Department by the Ohio 

Department of Commerce, Division of State Fire Marshall, on tonight’s agenda for its first 

reading. He said that he will seek to pass this item tonight.  

 

 

Community Affairs Committee: 

 

Dr. Kerney reported on Item #14 to support a Community Yard Sale to be held the weekend of 

June 1, 2018 through June 3, 2018, and waiving the Yard Sale Permit fee of five dollars for that 

weekend, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Dr. Kerney reported on Item #15 to accept the 

partnership agreement by and between the City of Chillicothe and Ross County for the PY 2018 

Community Housing Impact and Preservation Program (CHIP), on tonight’s agenda for its first 

reading. She said that she will seek to pass this item tonight.  

  

 

Engineering Committee: 

 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #1 to authorize traffic and signal changes in the area of two new 

city school buildings located in the areas of Arch Street, Chestnut Street, Cherry Street, Mill 

Street and Allen Avenue, on tonight’s agenda for its third reading. Mr. Tatman reported on Item 

#13 to appropriate $16,020.00 as the City’s remaining share of the cost to resurface a portion of 

State Route 159, authorizing the Director of Transportation to proceed with highway 

improvements, and authorizing the Mayor to execute contracts associated with said project, on 

tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that he will seek to pass this item tonight.  

 

Finance and Technology Committees: 

 

Mr. Proehl reported on Item #8 to accept and appropriate insurance funds in the amount of 

$1,953.48 for bus repair costs, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Mr. Proehl reported on 

Item #11 to accept and appropriate insurance funds in the amount of $5,480.93, on tonight’s 

agenda for its first reading. Mr. Proehl reported on Item #12 to approve current replacement pages 

to the Chillicothe Codified Ordinances, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that he 

will seek to pass all three of these items tonight. He concluded his report with the announcement 

that there will be another meeting of the Strategic Planning Committee next Monday, April 2, 

2018, at approximately 6:30 p.m., immediately after the conclusion of the Human Resources 

Committee, here in Council Chambers.   

 

Development Committee: 

 

Mrs. Neal indicated that the Development Committee met here earlier tonight to discuss the 

assignment pertaining to peddlers and food carts, with some progress being made. She announced 

that the committee will meet again on the 9th of April at 6:00 p.m. here in Council Chambers to 

discuss locations and guidelines, and once again on the 16th of April at about 6:30 p.m. here in 

Council Chambers to discuss permits and fees.  

 

    REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

 

Report of Mayor Feeney: 

 

Mayor Feeney commented on Item #1, stating that these changes to the traffic patterns in the area 

of the new school buildings are the result of a thorough process after working with the neighbors 

and school representatives without overstepping or overreaching. He said that the City will now 

begin the process of communicating information about the changes, which will probably take 

place after the end of the current school year. He said that this will include the use of the new 

flashing stop signs, and that he appreciates the patience that has been shown with the process. He 

expressed his thanks to everyone who took part in the process of coming up with the changes. He 

then commented on Item #2, stating that some of the driver feedback signs for traffic control will 

probably be placed in the area of the new schools because these are high risk areas, and this will 

show the residents that we are listening to their concerns about speeding on city streets. He 

observed that the new flashing stop signs have been working well. Mayor Feeney urged passage 

of Items 5, 8 and 11 tonight, as well as Item #13. As to the latter, he said that the estimates came 

in higher than expected, and that this ordinance will appropriate our share of the increased cost of  
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the project. He indicated that the deputy director of ODOT is retiring, and that the city has had a 

good relationship with ODOT over the years, which he hopes will continue. Mayor Feeney 

commented on Item #14, stating that this Community Yard Sale goes with the city’s large item 

pickup program, which is scheduled to start the following week. He also urged passage of Item 

#15 tonight. He announced that the city will have an auction on the 16th of June with part of it 

being live and the rest online. He said that the recently completed facilities study concluded that 

the city has a lot of surplus property and unneeded stuff to get rid of at this auction. On the issues 

relating to the Renick Avenue yard waste disposal site, Mayor Feeney noted that the City 

Services Committee will meet next week to discuss possible solutions, as announced by Mr. 

Hines. He said that the city cannot reopen this site until this gets worked out, per the Ohio EPA. 

Mayor Feeney concluded his report by announcing some local equipment news, saying that the 

city for the first time has purchased a Kenworth truck. He said that he is happy to see the city 

patronizing this local industry with this purchase, and that we will soon be getting another new 

Kenworth truck for the recycling program.    

 

Report of President Arnold: 

 

President Arnold wished everyone a happy Easter weekend..  

 

    AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

Diana Simpson of 662 East Water Street spoke to Council about the recent closing of the Renick 

Avenue yard waste disposal site. She said that she used this disposal site all of the time to get rid 

of rubbish, and that she just recently started cleaning up her yard. She said that she had been 

waiting for the site to reopen, until she read that it has been closed indefinitely. She asked if the 

city has any plans to pick up people’s yard waste at the curb? If not, she asked what she and 

others are supposed to do? She stated that she once had a chipper, but that she no longer has it and 

she expressed her frustration at having to just cover up the rubbish in her yard with a tarp for 

now.  

 

Pamela K. Smith of 150 Mt. Logan Drive said that she is a neighbor of Diana Simpson, with the 

same problem. She said that Diana has already said everything that she came here to say.  

  

      PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE  

 

The clerk reminded all members of Council and all other elected city officials of the upcoming 

deadline for the filing of the annual financial disclosure forms with the Ohio Ethics Commission.  

 

     NEW BUSINESS 

 

Dr. Kerney expressed concerns about the security of this building, noting that it is very open 

while Council is having its meetings, with people coming and going, like during committee 

meetings. Also, she asked about having somebody clean the building? She said that even with a 

major building like the administration building across the street, there is no janitorial contractor 

providing cleaning services. Mayor Feeney confirmed that this is correct. Dr. Kerney said that she 

understands that there are financial concerns, but she said that she thinks that the city needs to 

employ a janitorial service to do this in both buildings where so many people are coming and 

going. In addition, she said that on the matter of security for this building, who is the last person 

to leave the building and responsible for locking up? She stated that she believes that there needs 

to be at least one person to clean up and to lock up. On another matter, Dr. Kerney said that there 

is an effigy of a person with a black face hanging up in front of a property on Keller Road, across 

from the Tokey Hill Academy. She said that although this may be private property, these same 

people had a confederate flag out front, which perhaps does not bother her so much, but the effigy 

has been hanging there since October. She said that this is just two blocks from her home, and 

that she has had people visit from out of town who noticed it, and that it is visible to school 

children in the school buses that go by there all the time. Several other members of Council stated 

that they have not seen it, and Dr. Kerney again said that it is right across from Tokey Hill’s 

Academy. She said that she was concerned that no other member of Council or city official had 

commented on this, because she said that kids have asked about it and that this is inappropriate, 

even for Halloween. She said that it has a red plaid shirt, jeans, and as she already indicated it has 

a black face. Dr. Kerney stated that if we can address other issues on private property, then we 

can pass an ordinance to address this.  
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   COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS AND CALENDAR 

 

Pres. Arnold announced the following additional Council committee assignments for inclusion in 

the Journal of Council: 

18-027-Parks & Rec-Request for legislation to appropriate $15,000.00 to the Parks & Rec Capital 

Lands & Building Account; 

18-028-Human Resources-Request to appropriate funds to cover seasonal wages in Parks & Rec, 

Service, Engineering, Administration and Utilities Departments for the calendar year 2018; 

18-029-Human Resources-Request to establish a pay scale for seasonal employees for the Parks 

& Rec-Swimming Pool, Service, Engineering, Administration and Utility Departments for the PY 

2018; 

18-030-Engineering-Request for legislation to address the property located at 497 High Street for 

a garage that encroaches onto the city right-of-way; 

18-031-Finance-Request for legislation to accept and appropriate $1,953.48 to pay vendor for 

vehicle repairs paid by PERSO to the city; and 

18-032-Engineering-Request for Council to adopt documents necessary for a resurfacing project 

with ODOT being described as SR 159 within the City from Main Street to Marietta Road with 

PID Number 100487 and Project Number ROS 159 0.00. 

Pres. Arnold also reminded everyone of all of the committee meetings previously announced 

during the committee reports tonight.  

 

READING AND PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 

 

Ord. No. 15-18 authorizing traffic and signal changes in the area of two new city school 

buildings located in the areas of Arch Street, Chestnut Street, Cherry Street, Mill Street and Allen 

Avenue, and declaring an emergency was read for the third time by title only. On final passage, 

all nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 15-18 adopted.    

 

Ord. No. 16-18 appropriating $20,039.00 for the purchase of six driver feedback signs for traffic 

control, and declaring an emergency was read for the third time by title only. On final passage, all 

nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 16-18 adopted.  

 

Ord. No. 17-18 amending Section 131.02(A) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Chillicothe, Ohio was read for the third time by title only. On final passage, all nine members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 17-18 adopted..  

 

Ord. No. 18-18 amending Section 138.04(a) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe 

was read for the third time by title only. On final passage, all nine members present voted “yea” 

and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 18-18 adopted.. 

 

Ord. No. 19-18 accepting and appropriating $4,680.00 in grant funds awarded to the Chillicothe 

Fire Department by the Ohio Department of Commerce Division of State Fire Marshall and 

declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. 

Hines seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All 

nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine 

members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 

19-18 adopted.  

 

Ord. No. 20-18 appropriating $79,000.00 to purchase equipment necessary for the upkeep of 

public lands and buildings, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. 

Mr. Hines moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing 

this item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the 

rule suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 20-18 adopted.  

 

Ord. No. 21-18 appropriating $58,864.56 for the City’s share of costs for improvements to the 

Law Enforcement Center, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only.  

Mr. Hines moved and Ms. Fairchild seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing 

this item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the 

rule suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 21-18 adopted.  
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Ord. No. 22-18 accepting and appropriating insurance funds in the amount of $1,953.48 for bus 

repair costs, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl 

moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on 

final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 22-18 adopted.  

 

An ordinance to establish the water usage rates based on the recommendation of the Utility Rate 

Review Committee, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only.  

 

An ordinance to establish the sewer rates based on the recommendation of the Utility Rate 

Review Committee, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only.  

 

Ord. No. 23-18 accepting and appropriating insurance funds in the amount of $5,480.93, and 

declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl moved and Mrs. 

Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All 

nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine 

members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 

23-18 adopted.   

 

Ord. No. 24-18 to approve current replacement pages to the Chillicothe Codified Ordinances and 

declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl moved and Mr. Hines 

seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine members 

present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 24-18 

adopted.  

 

Ord. No. 25-18 appropriating $16, 020.00 as the City’s remaining share of the cost to resurface a 

portion of State Route 159 (PID No. 100487), authorizing the Director of Transportation to 

proceed with highway improvements, authorizing the Mayor to execute contracts associated with 

said project, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Tatman 

moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on 

final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 25-18 adopted.  

 

An ordinance supporting a Community Yard Sale to be held the weekend of June 1, 2018 through 

June 3, 2018, and waiving the Yard Sale Permit fee of five dollars ($5.00) for that weekend was 

read for the first time by title only. 

 

Ord. No. 26-18 accepting the partnership agreement by and between the City of Chillicothe and 

Ross County for the PY 2018 Community Housing and Impact Preservation Program (CHIP), and 

declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Dr. Kerney moved and Mrs. 

Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All 

nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine 

members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 

26-18 adopted.      

   

Mr. Fleurima moved and Ms. Fairchild seconded that the regular meeting be adjourned.  All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 8:20 

p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 
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